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current was applied for one minute to each side of the neck along 
the course of the pneumogastric. The sense of oppression was 
immediately relieved. Ten such applications in the course of 
three weeks were followed by complete freedom from the attacks 
for more than two years .—AerztL Intelligenzbl.y No. 39, 1881. 


Stretching the Sciatic for Tares. —A. Podres reports two 
cases. The first was that of a man, age forty-five, who had 
suffered from tabes dorsalis for eleven years. After the opera¬ 
tion, in which the left sciatic was stretched, the patient was re¬ 
lieved of pain, and there was great improvement in sensibility 
and motility. The patient remained under observation six months. 
The second case was that of a man, age thirty-eight, who had 
suffered from tabes for four years. Both sciatics were stretched. 
The patient failed to react after the operation. The wound did 
not heal, bed-sores appeared, and the patient died in one and a 
half months.— Wratsch , 1882, Nos. 38 and 39 ; CentralbL f. Chi- 
rurg. y January 13, 1883. 


Another Electric Brush Battery. —Dr. H. Mallory has in¬ 
vented an instrument, which consists of a regular faradic battery, 
mounted upon a metallic brush. The inventor has found it all- 
sufficient, and reports cases of sciatica and rheumatism relieved by 
its application. The strength or mode of generating his current 
is not described .—Cincinnati Lancet and Clinic. 


Epidermic Use of the Oleates. —Dr. Squibb recommends the 
epidermic use of the oleates, on the ground that oleic acid is very 
rapidly absorbed by the skin. The oleates of aconitia and atro- 
pia are two per cent, solutions of these drugs in oleic acid. The 
oleate of morphia is a five-per-cent, solution. A drop of either of 
the two former, applied to the skin, very rapidly produces local 
and constitutional effects. In treating neuralgias with aconite, 
the oleate is considered to be the best method of administering 
the drug.— 'Squibb's JEphemeriSy 1882. 


The Treatment of Spinal Diseases. —Professor Roberts 
Bartholow, in a lecture upon this subject, divides spinal diseases, 
for purposes of therapeutical study, into (1) acute inflammatory, 
(2) chronic inflammatory, and (3) nutritional diseases. 

As regards the first class, the use of ergot is deprecated, since it 
contracts the arterioles, but allows of stasis in the veins, which, in 
the spinal canal, have a capacity of four times that of the arteries. 
Instead of ergot, digitalis is recommended, and we are told that 
it does more to restore the normal balance of the intra-spinal cir¬ 
culation than any other remedy. After digitalis comes aconite, and 
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then veratrum viride. Opium is indispensable for severe pain, and 
bromide of potassium to control excessive reflex action. When the 
stage of arterial and functional excitement is passed, remedies for 
the absorption of effusion and exudation are indicated. For the 
former, purgatives and diuretics are thought sufficient ; for the 
more solid exudations, the salts of ammonia, in considerable 
doses, are recommended. 

For the chronic inflammatory troubles (scleroses), the remedies 
are : hot douches to the spine morning and night, cutaneous fara¬ 
dization half an hour daily, the rubbing and wet pack, Granville’s 
percuteur. Violent rubbing and kneading, says the author, do mis¬ 
chief. Galvanism is recommended by Dr. B. with the descending 
current The balance of authority, however, is now in favor of 
the polar method of electrical application. The author is con¬ 
vinced that the current method of Onimus and Legros is correct, 
but also “confirms the high estimate” placed by Erb upon his 
(polar) method. 

The internal remedies from which the best results, in scleroses, 
are obtained, are nitrate of silver and chloride of gold and silver. 
Many cases of chronic spinal disease are said to be due either to 
metallic poisoning or syphilis. Iodide of potassium and occasion¬ 
ally mercury are therefore often needed. 

In the chronic nutritional disease, senile, etc., cod-liver oil, the 
phosphates, strychnia, quinine, and electricity must be used.— 
Medical News , December 16, 1882. 


Action and Use of Convallaria. —Dr. J. Troitzky, from ex¬ 
periments on frogs, dogs, and rabbits, concludes : (1) That con¬ 
vallaria stimulates the inhibitory centres in the heart, paralyzes 
the motor centres, and does not affect the vagus. (2) That it 
lowers the temperature (in large doses). (3) That it diminishes 
muscular reflex action. 

Therapeutically, it is indicated in valvular diseases of the heart, 
except where the organ is fatty. On theoretical grounds, it is 
recommended as a vascular tonic to the nerve centres.— Wratch, 
15, 1881, u. 18, 40, u. 41, 1882 ; Deutsche Mediz.-Zeitung , January 
11, 1883. 

Dr. William M. Polk reports a case of vagus neurosis remarkably 
relieved by convallaria. The patient was a young man of good 
history and habits, who was subject, periodically, to attacks of 
palpitation. The heart beat at the rate of 190 to 240 times per 
minute. The attacks, under digitalis treatment, lasted two or 
three days. There was no organic disease. Under ten minim 
doses of fluid extract of convallaria, the heart-action was very 
rapidly brought down and all bad symptoms dispelled.— N. Y. 
Medical Record , February 2, 1883. 

Dr. Isaac Ott reports the results of experiments with convallaria 
upon rabbits and frogs. He concludes : (1) That convallaria in¬ 
creases arterial tension until very powerful doses have been taken. 



